
Protection from Abuse (PFA)

This article aims to elucidate how the PFA process works and offers insights into how individuals served with a PFA can 

effectively defend against both the PFA itself and potential criminal charges for violating a PFA.

Understanding the Protection from Abuse (PFA) Process:

Initiating a PFA: The PFA process typically begins with the filing of a petition by an individual who alleges that they have 

been a victim of abuse. Abuse, as defined by Pennsylvania law, includes physical violence, threats, harassment, or any 

other forms of harm.

Temporary PFA Order: Upon filing, the court may issue a temporary PFA order ex parte, meaning without a hearing and 

without the accused party present. This order may include provisions such as no contact, eviction from shared 

residences, and custody restrictions.

Scheduled Hearing: Subsequently, a scheduled court hearing provides an opportunity for both parties to present their 

cases. It is crucial for the accused party to attend this hearing to present a defense and challenge the allegations.

Final PFA Order: Based on the evidence presented at the hearing, the court may issue a final PFA order, which can 

extend for up to three years. This order may include long-term restrictions and conditions.

Defending Against a PFA:

Legal Representation: The first and most crucial step is to secure legal representation. An experienced attorney can 

guide you through the legal process, ensuring that your rights are protected and helping you present a compelling 

defense.

Gathering Evidence: Building a strong defense involves collecting evidence that refutes the allegations. This may 

include witness statements, text messages, emails, or any other relevant documentation that can challenge the claims 

made in the PFA.

Cross-Examination: During the court hearing, your attorney may cross-examine the petitioner and any witnesses to 

identify inconsistencies or weaknesses in their testimony. This is a critical aspect of building an effective defense.

Presenting Your Case: Your defense attorney will present your side of the story, highlighting any evidence that 

contradicts the allegations and demonstrating that the PFA is unnecessary or unjust.

Defending Against Criminal Charges for Violating a PFA:

Understanding PFA Conditions: Violating a PFA order can result in criminal charges. It is crucial to fully understand the 



conditions outlined in the order and strictly adhere to them.

Consulting Your Attorney: If there are concerns or uncertainties about the PFA conditions, consult your attorney 

promptly. Clear communication with your legal representative is essential to avoid unintentional violations.

Responding to Allegations: If you are accused of violating a PFA, your attorney will help you mount a defense. This may 

involve challenging the accuracy of the allegations or demonstrating that the alleged violation was unintentional.

Why Choose Unruh Turner Burke & Frees:

Local Insight: Our firm possesses a deep understanding of Pennsylvania’s legal landscape and the unique dynamics of 

West Chester, Phoenixville and other areas of Chester County. This local insight allows us to provide effective, tailored, 

and context-aware legal representation.

Proven Success Record: With a history of successful outcomes in PFA cases, our firm has the experience and skills 

necessary to navigate the complexities of these legal matters and achieve favorable results for our clients.

Client-Centered Approach: We prioritize clear communication and collaboration, ensuring that your concerns are 

addressed at every stage of the legal process. Our client-centered approach is designed to achieve the best possible 

outcome for your case.

If you are served with a Protection from Abuse order in Chester County it is crucial to understand the process and seek 

expert legal representation. The Criminal Defense Practice at Unruh Turner Burke & Frees is committed to providing 

the knowledge and experience needed to navigate these complexities successfully. Contact us today for a confidential 

consultation, and let us help you protect your rights and build a robust defense for your future.


